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name is Cone Boel, and 1a 
the King of El. 

Wolk. 1m not relly the King of Be Tha 
{he character I decd t play nthe rd ume 

‘Wha earl game? 

1M get ott late. But etm tl yo thi 
once you chaos x character, yore sac wth i 
‘Yoru have ttt character vary Ue 9 lay 
the game 

‘hes every ead you pick, every rll thee, 
‘means seething important your character. 

Unles you die 

My fonds and Chad never trad any: role 
playing games But soon st we opened the box 
tl cards and egan to chack thom owe were 
oko. 





‘hal no ea how ral the me eal be 

‘Or bow dangeras 

1 better star atthe hegining. My tend 
Emly Zinman always tlle metoslow down. "Cea, 
our jets, Cane” That's et sb aye, “Take 9 
“eapbreth Coun wo ten. Ty pms doa” 

‘Decal I dort dei cto. im twelve years 
A Ce tanta le iter ud rt 

Lean bp have aot of energy. Chow 1 
ot kee tm always bouneng af he wal, 
faking mile a mls, dansig, ping, bo 


ing 

‘So, whats the pebla? Can Thalys ote 
peepee sano? 

Tvs ay thee fname anata nd 
were bare. 

“Lang ot days wth ncthingo do. Ony comple 
fsck nl schon arte, 

‘We had read ll of ou emer reading hooks 
Wo hed payed ovary computer gune We own 
xsd ines, Wo id urvived eu fay vaca. 
ns vi oly fw en mong tte. We 
‘am, pled tens hangout wt ends, og 


"You see the ee wa Mt hy ight yar 


ad split sight down ho mile Half che tran 
ent ene say The other Ml Det the ot It 
look ke nach 

‘Most people mon pohly ave the tee 
pan cared away. But my parents ae wei 
‘ean they're erie They design boasts. 
‘Theyre very artist 

"They thew sp roto iene af 
sain So Mey et 1 aetaly gre for 
‘ition and elbing, 

‘But Ely dU had bon sting on it art 
bing it al sumo ad we wer borer. 

‘Da Tmentin that we were bed” 

yeas siti on the grou in the shade tho 
ye paling up sume of pass and osu ther 
{By Yes 1 kc fs te top op th 
fr, But feat tere. have ok my 
nd by 

"Tho hac of my nok start to tb Leach 
bk an lod ot hi lack nt 

‘Prom ber porn the tree, Ky aghed. 1 
eed tht sb Bal lucked th wt te er 
{unk an dropped down mye 

Give me brea" T routed 

“Mak mea rple 

Wo were bord ro turing tpi, 

May il go bare ad streak my Mi” she 
sate 

tose another lamp of jas a her. “Your 
hu are stead," Tei She care back 


from vacation with light Moe tra moog 
erbroam tale 

“Maybe Ti streak ome more” she si 
cas pw ll for whem tho! tars” 
“Yorn anew fe!” ee 
‘Seda laugh. She never mig at my joke. 
But T hep ying. 

“Hey — wha ing on ver there” sh asked. 
ioryng down rum the te. Steed of the 
nok ofer white tannisshorisand stepped bode 





jump tomy feo nl eae down the lok 
A bneh po more gator the Beso 
the next come. "Looks ken orage sl Ted, 
pling aw of Kany’ tower 

AC in Zarit house? Wed” Ely ex 
land 

“Yes it was dtnioly wold Mi, Zari she 
ghar groush He br ely syne, 
sd heats Ke 

“act fal, Thoicked on the tnt dor of ie 
ropy old ose wd ted to ol hi some endy 
‘tre for or nha fnd-or, He son hie Big 


German sper fer, 
Tim stat runner Ist Olympic reonds 
that day! 


"Whit cook weed oi ar Zara be sling? 1 
wondered. started al running, Pal ping 
dn the driveway. “Lets check ot!” 


my way back: “I—1 daw ike Ut an 
yea ely mean to myvtes He 

Leek fst ace wat he sell,” eae back 
‘woh. [usulredy halny dm the los. "Ts 
‘prauly torte ruses and ballwhpe and cain 
vat Tl. 

iy ie gh 

Ar we ior ay acraut Me Zarwi metly 
sel emt san we ate baror fee relgors 
non of th open garage They were paving 
sie Rens forsale 

Not bllyhipe ard chin ses The usual 
garages things. Hsteped up tne fit table 
End sue usec of ll Pntingend cing ese 
{ines any ps of ol shone ooking shes, 
‘ded Goeuarsanachraychaped kes ocean 
thal 

Boreving 

How eh ths A woman bel up an ot 
aig fn fare gol Eh sal 
‘et ina purine 

“went” Mr Zari called, Heston dng 
‘ar ut nse Us garg lenning back wih le 
‘hin yew arr ode behind hs hod 

He us wavy white Hai ten he dale 
and white rth hat realy werd tals 
‘te righ frm beh ies ofits ele, 
Tnever sea astuche do tha, 

"Bu eyes hat relly give me he ereeps 


ise ie Buc eye always scr 0b pla 
inganorly, He cons ondmttors chief alot 
a, 

He wa wearing bays tained Rak shorts 
and seelom red Testi Ut a bz ee 
ed ibe cold ee ats fw on 
Winch 

‘The woman Teaned he puting agus the 

you brn it yo tak” Me Zarit 
Ine eatty big we. Then heeled 
sei: his wit ettache being up and dw 

‘nl ppd thug an ol Dok af misery 
rumen “Lets gn" she whispere grag me 
ch tend he tet" all de” 

‘bla ikon re the erage cng my 
‘eye Ilse have dnt of eal tates ot 
IC gn Emly 1 Joe aur rack of oh 
‘oats Ue garage 

Tteped ver the ctr tablet examine 
the iter. They weren't sate Tere. 
They were exec I a denn nd elves 
de wot 

pick one ap to std Te appeared to be all 
ma, halthors 

“Bly stepped beside me "Gro." che ma 
tend. Che this ce ot” Se ned ft 
tare with long rata 


“That one oaks He you!” Tod, “Bair you 





hands on isis 

aly drop the curd eames to the 
{ables "Wo were oe eating anyehing” she 
lament 

We st ooking”, 

This safe fri” the ld mn growl 
aay you shale hoe sd ply wth our 
ely bee 

“Tay oer? 

Toot ee everyone staring a Ey ae me 
Myc et. Tew Twas using 

Wie werent dang anthing” protested, 

ve seen you young Rome Deore” Me 
‘ars ele, 

“Headlune? 

He didn move, He was staring ws down, bis 
‘old ue epae moving trom Emly toe, 

bet” Bray marmred, "He... ray” 

‘flower ot of the garage. We bred 
past two wont om he sige who were 
‘ang at os accusing. Sneed throgh aro 
‘etal down with nk 


‘Then we both oko uming. 

Taide ook ek We det tp anti wo got» 
sny baka Tpled pen the cchen dor and 
“wehuried inside 

"Anyone home?” clad beathlenely. 

No.Norepie 

Silibreathing har, reached into the posit ot 
‘my shores ands voting eo the tan 
abe 

"Whats tha” Bay demanded 

1 apne a hr 

“Conn ~ hat that” she opted 

My gin grew wider. “Something Te,” tlt 
hes 


Her moth opps aen in toe. “You at?™ 
“le hana righ to seus ae Tale 
‘orig to embarrass ket, SoU gt angry 
nd Tse something of «tae wha We 
‘Buty narowed her eye at me. The she 
tured othe sal rectangolar ha "Wht 
he demanded, "Wha yon tea” 


Deh it up and tte to her, “Think 
por 


Sho grabber. Mie A sll eres 
Ae kitehe tor 

dows unr the break table a iced it 
Lnttthe Nor “tsa deck ofan” 

‘She sguiedat we. Cards? What tig, 
oneal You doc eto ly card ames rere 
be 

‘Shel igh Ica ot for cat men. et 
tonedlon 

1 psa he box und read the word ot 
ti fea 

Emly stared atmo, "Excuse ey" 

“Tha the mame ofthe card gaol he 
Bo xt” 


“Wide abe matered 

pane th box andl ut ee deck a anda 
Check ese at" murred, 

higped Urough thm qui: The cand all 
‘ua patron ther, Piao of eased igh, 
evoking dwarves, dagen hk Hie Boye 
with pi fae 

"Avecme api? Ta, 

Conese cards Kk ely ok” Ely re 
in Map they vale, Maybe you sd 

opened my math arp at befre 1d 
tater aound a vole fom nea Does Pree 
veto” 

Tevet, startled, and the cards frm my 
‘ant Thay attra nar he foe. 

"Ar ett pik thom up, de Kcben door 
‘mung open. “Pega (od car feed Kye 
Bote 





yh 
th Mes to sare people He pias tackle on cor 
nar hgh fal on Bt he as big a some 
fe high shal paper 

Kyle carta fe tat hs oie change 
item he wan core He loves thooog of 
sep, dep vice—eapeclly around the ret of 
1, who ail sound ke kids When he boas oat 
"Propare tdi i's prety awesome 

"Whats up guys? he demanded, gang down 





e 


nacre te ere mt 
‘ane 
| SRS SSE me et to 
enn eg at 
Stitioyaao 
relict eas tt 
Meet ack wn 
sear! 


Check these ou" Tse, shoving te ca 
tovarl Kyte. 

Conn sole deck of wel ars aye 
pote, 

pe sind st me. "You stole then He 
(fseced a the box ot the cable. "On. Be Ata 
eal sur. laa tat game” 

‘Vouk i” Laske. 
epee, bod hi fling 0 his brat 
forced, "Yea Pee played it with some older 
ss” Hebe the bl bac ith hin i and 

"How do you lay” Emly oe, 

“Ioyarolepaying gum” Rylo expened. "You 
now el ings and brights and erage an 
UE Los of bates, Mag, Sorcery: There are 
amir of eieent doc Kid eine them.” 

‘He grabbed the cards fom my hand. "Lets ee 
whic ne oa ot” 

“He trned the cards over, rgd tham dose 





to his fice, and began to sate hvogh them 
lot 


‘Sail, he stopped and stared a oe of the 
cards Stared wat es yea alge. 

Ob, ma” Kyle cies hora "NotI don. be 
lieve 





nt my heart slp beat, “Kgl — what ?"T 
sind "Whats orn” 

Ase hwy spread eos is ea tae His 
eown eyes Based mem. “ha” he ie 
pene, 

Tit tosed back her head and lag agin, 

‘Why doe se thik Ryle euch are! 

Kyle ered the rom to the rier He 


pened tbe dor, sar he shales nd pled 
sit vean ot Cole 

“Hllp yourself I mettre 

eb already opened the top apd ite the 
an over his open uth. He let the sada pour 
owns throat, ping tiem 
‘he en. The he bape ng al Td al oe 
‘he carom the counter 

ech ry the a,” maggot. He dropped 


{nt ear a he kc abe ant bog su 
‘ing trough the Be At ca. 

‘rly sa down across hin with hor bok 
to the teen window. Late fermen sunt 
‘oar through sh wind, aking bt of Ce 
low 

*Connasgoge soe le” Kye der. We 
ed at eat our Have fou gt then” 

“ihn” Tepid. “Figo see” 

ra othe den hore we keep altho oare 
‘games, [tore open the boxes und eared wl 
tosrd urd 

When I returned tothe kitcen, Kyle Ma 
vided the deck nt for est sack, The ean 
‘reel aeedown, 

Tryped the de oto the teh and tok a 
seat "low do we pay? Lashed Kyle, 

SI divided the dock ilo four ales” he ex 
Pla tappingaeh ea th Hs Ege "Char 
‘ter ea Power cat, Aton earn ate 
aed Pit yu ve a chore the chara 
ae going to lay! 

He stove ane ofthe piles of ears sera the 
table tome, “Pik a Chircter card Prom anj- 
‘whore nthe dock” 

"loo up he car ant ple ne rom dhe 
‘mil. turned oer and stale "Kg?" T 
beard “Hey — tha oa Tm aingt™ 

“That nt hin” Emily peta “Why dot 








Connor fret? Wo shold wlth ce for itor 
tomething, Why sald ho be ing” 

“Sine Fv syed before, FM re the rules 
Kyle Rey bovine stack ears ae 
fa ‘TUS avery complicated game. I takes 
‘mons toler” 

“ti Conte king —" Ey ace, 

Being king no i, Den" Kyle interred 
emg be arly oak ing. He might Be © 
Littles Wehavert row our Power ends 

ye grined. “Connor might be & powerse 
ng, Maybe vena helpless slave a one fs! 

"ah: Tra what { wan to be” Bey eld 
"omcone more prwrfil than the ing” 

In your deve” Tutor, “Ae cn a we 
art, Tn eng to have both of your bras cut 
of 





‘oly red aeies te table at om, “That 
mean, Coron ahs ot. 

“hun pk x eharacter Ke ghd, “Any tine 
hi eae” 

Mirily shat her ayer a icked a Charecior 
ard. She stitial He 'A Gell? ck. Wit 
Goth che eed, urable to hide her disap. 


‘ile tak the card frm her “A Goth i amu 
tant vreres he od hee. 

‘Emily brghaced a Hil, *A voreeroe? You 
‘oean Ihave agi powers?” 


“tage Kyle relied, 

inl turd toe "Maybe I ura the Ming 
‘azo fog he Lreatened 

Trepled with some eratlng sounds, To 
aly got frog inate, Very ad rey = 
alse Ask anyone. 

ie starr te table with Ms fst All the 
cans bounced. “Come on guys” be pleaded. 
“Latte the gare sey” 

stoped my fog sounds: When Kyle wants 
pope toe seri, they’ better get ins 

le shite the Character carda Then he 
ok one. Tm Kr” he anne 

Hc showed wx theca Heb apalatng of 
sey durtcrentre wil pink pine cars ndan 
‘Pia aaa The Kre wore fry re ht td 
‘aed curved dagger 

“What exes Kr Taka "si ooo 
tear 

eae" Kyle sneered 

"is Gath more power hana KroP™ Bly 
sal 

“Depends” Kyle rei agin 

He shoved the ce toward re. "Now wer 
ing oral for power pnts, Go aba. el all 
fore, Now well se wits what. You ge 
andre power pants fo every ponte dine? 

"We toa tans ling the die lle al es 
and snes. “Yung” Tere. “Power! ve got the 
pre 





‘Bry and Kyle bala two ad threes 
he king very power" Kyle aneanend 
snl Herein Bea. “Yon Un be 
‘owork together or we ont tana shane” 
1 amped wp, pomped my fats ave my hed 
tdi ta hear. The kg eae! ee. 
“Well ee about tat Kyle rove. 
“Si down, Cannon Ely ordre 
Ie King Connos” 1 cored her But 1 
Aropped buck nto hae 
*Lerk got started Kye sald “The ame ie 
snanciot sor. Shut your eos Pretend weve ln 
lent tine. We Hive ina fare, At the eso 
eepenpey 
“My xl Uinteraed 
‘ylelgnoredme. Helomered isle toa deep 
whisper "The fore led with al nds of dan 
| fae Strange omataros Maske knights Mutant 
‘Kelston Mos an hes 
“aoa, poonste plasty, exonton 
| iing oer’ 
Hlenitasacrefeardsin fan of me "Star the 
Se 
prepare yoursel fr whatour me? 
© tever came? 
Suathing about es cha exon ie 
oe vee, hs serious, dark epee sont 2 ell 
oven my back. 
ple the tp card off he dak and tre i 





{showed aut yew lying bo 

Tog the card on he eb. 

‘And si hod ow ercke 

[And wa bright yellow ho of Hight 
the teen van. 

Whoa ered ot 

wasp uae ot tome Whare ithe 
ghoring come fro? 

“Taga the er 

Ather erueting sound, Anither fash ight- 


Adin he fgned Dol of ht naw wee — 
an uy, ev, ted fac, een inthe erie 
‘ow — pring agaist the window glaring na 


Jet outcry and jumped up. tc top. 
He ver bcs deter to the 
ten te 

"Thunder bane outside the window. Very 
‘Leal earch oa brunet one 

“ning kere. A ns ang ow, 
rend the ae 

De Zara! 

He prowed close wth window, ity. our 
‘ye pring a us, Then ho motel eh ene 
Iu toward the itcten door 

Titok a dep brut und ade ay way to che 
Wht she ing ere” Ler 

"ae pale! ape he dr ann rar oft 
rata the howe. Ha pattred othe Back 
ttoop. The oll trece An the becky bert and 
rane in te ging Wi 


owe did the weather chang so fat? 1 won 








ure 

‘ranching inthe rain, is white risked 
down over his orebei, Me ar wcll onto 
te back em 


Te al pale yellow rain sicker over his 
seneles Tir und srt, Droplet of ain 
‘sna on the slchr, He mrrowel ti eye 








owl ow kyr le Fab 
erty, thin ve, Hin mustache moved Welly 
or li 

He pu over my shonder at Kye and El. 
ily stood up from the table and made hor way 
‘ee 

“Tea yu at my garage ale” Mr. Zari 
i ws tlh epi." deck of ear Ie 
‘mbuing” He cleared bie Uru. His ny eee 
‘nove frm Euly to re. "Yow don"t know ay 
Ching about tao yo 

ssw Emily. Sh opened ber mouth to 
sens, I xd ace she ww ging 4 tll the 

“Ns, we da" quel inerrpted. "We don 
ee anything abot ie” 

Mr Zar tie hs ead lightly il sping 
Ane you sre?” 

“OF couee, woe sure” I vpled “We ddr 
steal your ars We don sta, ar” 

‘ed bbiy hchin he raearel to 












down harder. Rain dipped rom the leer 

he Kishen oo 

Teaned not ous, Lean ward Ely 

oe. Lane ver ls, cline we od el 

ke ons beth 

Pope yout teling the trath” he sai soy, 

‘ited teeth. “Because the ca 

ene aga.” 

‘Tl ahr at ght, ut stared back thin, 
do yoamea 

"Is nt gue be repeated,“ very dan 


"au — you's hiding ight" Istammered. 








‘io turned back Kyle who had Made lhe 
eid ih. A Be ot erat ot eg 


Joke Teed Then Tid prety 
of Mk Zarwid “Be afraid Be very 


for vou” Kyle exam, He arranced 
ack on the tbl," he for real oF 


he bi dea” Bmiy demanded. “1 
on Theyre jst ede 


iter ithaca topo 


‘ol black 
Tet down on the tale — and all the Ws 
wentont, 


AQ. iret ates 


“nat yom prlen* Ena demande "ie 
othe stam.” 

“1 Lda eis T stamens“ pie 
ghtnng ard, a thar ene ghing” Now 1 
pled back ard and he ph wee ot” 

amped up ule fr the ight etch an 
Whe wall I eloked fe about doaen times No 
inh: 

Cool our etn Emily nd 

The ights says go ot when storm” Kola 
“hime in" dors thnk we sould fk ot 

“Lats play In the dark” Besly suggertad 
“pat willbe realy col” 

Thad abet 

Trade yay it ee ng rom ant ema 


‘ack wth he cadets from th table. Te tne 
‘white fd ratchenin he dar Bata ewe mate 
Jater we ere nate orange plow oan, 
long haw steehing ver the chen tbe. 

“Lats bein sal” Kyle sd ns deep 
am vie." draw un Acton ean” 

ily drew acd Sh el pt tha cance 
low soe coals it Towed erste ards 
‘Solera ay babe ale 

“the Godt hs cojured an army” Kyle sald 
“he Ming castle under tack The King ms 
_goout and conquer another ale” 

“Slow daha” Tied, 

‘Thaler bon uti, ai led gine 
‘he kitchen window: Tend ames ert, Ce 
ered hen rep tri ale, 

“im have to ease an ay on” Kyle in 
stnuted. Hestved the fr dee aerate 
"Von getahndredsliertalgts or every do 
Weymarol™ 

Taped tho die in my hu an hatha 
“Aregmu mang apa Ue aes” Tae Kyle 

"Tha how yo play thee games, Conon” 
ple, tapoing hs gers popabertiy on the 
{able to yet ve pinged hs pure be 
fore” 

Come on typ shaking them. Rall the die 

iy groaned 
opened ay hands and sent he lee ri 
sero he table. Tver nd ais 





‘viple” Kyle si, ani into the canle- 











Trubs. Ne dae 
‘Baily ged" want 0 cast another pel on 


utr Kylee. 

forthe oles eta But all cou 

he oa f wil wl pug 

andle fame kere und ber Al tree 
over the abl ee eter 

hee again, Ain, 

pT hed comgh night to link the 


‘han you Youhave to rllaleast. twnty twin 
hircutle” 

“That to a” pried 
Em hal er ga Se moti 
‘orale wih ne 

“ia Your pola 
"Tha Gath oeing x pel he da” Ely 
plc. "ute going tal al ene, Canna 
‘Dato mahe see” 

ave sick” Tater, 
‘aka the dice Retween ey hands ad sent 
‘hem ering onto the table 

"waiver a ean a fot Twnty ont 
Tai Tate the eer enti ra, 
jumping pan paring beh ts nthe a. 
Tina when hea the Gelelag cash 
Aller us edo. 

What wa ha” Ely gamped, he eyes wide 
wi ht 

“Tenor he an explxne,” Kyle marovare, 
Or nape wear eas 

Thr angry vies Low ahaa, 

gh sl xe 

Che aattache 

‘And then a frost: Like metal ging 
geet ta 

‘Seon? 

fore ves and groans, 

Teed ot the window — then cuicly oka 

















ily sre. yl rose tos Set 
rs WU sede, realy for mah 

{jumped bac net tbe wal ey he posing 

“he iwart-retare toned Hs hig, ud ea 
ce rete shige a 

Te hl black curly aed pst is sblders 
an estore ack beat. He green eyes lle 
{ely ins hon. He a an atrl sot in place 
(aove Ho wore darcur vs, very buy o€or 
‘Slack enor pty al ry brown ippers hat 
fame to pit 

“Ton fa" the dvartereature_proslined, 
shodtng at theta of sings. He wate iting 
ands Neh over hic head, “Ti fre as bid 
‘Thank y! Thank you al” 

“eg wat” Ter. 












But he scampered over the Bor. Plea open 
teen dor Abd Vanished tothe rai. 
Tey nai iter chat her ams ll 
sp er cea. Kye det ove. He 
iad bs ad it ib ey for 


Tvallaed har and wale or my hee to 


the ax ed pled the carson 
Guden table. hogan ein franc 
the ead, “Wher that card? Where 


cn ao fn sin er" 

shed the deck together and started going 

ps gi, wo tins sree 
ct. 


Came on. Come on” Tented, dropping ea 
cm tathe able 

es gine” Vansunced, rang my eyes to my 
‘two ed “The Kel ahs deappared” 
“Let me se thse” Kyle stapped, sling. 
“eget desk rd te ff te 
tablear felt the Dor. 

"ent quely gk up. 

‘Adan cur. 

stoped an enormous dragor, wil-eed ts 
eal arched high, wth open na Faris ren, 
lage oti tts ms 
‘gabe the ea 

Ana ead slow any: bering fottep 






Ld one 
er 


sn Kyle stood Baer, eyes wie, months 
the raga” Tepe, trang to the 
nar What rage” afar oles cad. 


you dd gt xu n tha aden 
“Mn si Kicking off her sake! 


Dad stepped upto the able “Di yon se what 
appened eat dbo? Die you ear the ean 
oe 

"bata dst Mom ded. “The yoo Nel 

“Hub? What happened" demanded 

Dad sak ralater frm his hal “Ge ake 8 
Ione Ie ener” 

SL cawt eteve you dit Hour 





Mom ei, 


‘rowan. 

Tea the tsb dar, thre tops ant 
‘burt onli, Ely and Kyle allowed ase be- 
inde. 

"The rain had stoppd The eae, dark as 
wore paling spre, allowing shafts of late ater 
oli ser trou, 

Tra pee the won pet fnes that sepa 
rates oo yr The Id a pcm the wet 
rg the Nelo Rowse ate bo vir 

Thole, wh as ofthe eas 

‘Tre awe Had bee ra 

"The windows vere al ken Sher ay sea 
teed over the wet grou. One wll was ox 
tte lumps of bske everywhere: Half the rot 
alien eo the hose 

"The hag gs ont walk had ben ram 
ple The fers the garden atthe de a a 
ear pote mo ayo ld nthe 
ea 

‘Neghors itl the Rowse hued enc. 





at happen Tack ene of ur nlghbas 
therm 
shrugged. “I dont think wo. Tho Nelsons 








ening! she evel "They were om horeboek 
‘They — they wore metal hdc, Wo lds sce 
ie farce They — they ~" Her hasan sid bi 


ey atta the hoon" Br. Neleon toll the 
fers "was ea novi or meting. Tow 
A mney, Ht she rath, Kh 


1 denty £0 sek L coverod my most. 
‘Waited frm sto oto dow. 

‘What ean 8! Tashed yet, low en 
plant 

“The pos olor wore arguing with the Ne 
soa, They dd bates the say. 
Bat 

Ti tha rs my at. lane the cad game 
tera th 








ees Hl topped over hole, ou ne te 
ie, 


"ie Zan 

‘i ees lek me, Me oxprsson sat 2 
cold so 

Tinka stack: Prepared trun tote efety 
fay house. 

“lt, Zarwid mee hy, aking lng stds 
sons tho fel gras His ollow ker fw be- 
‘ig im. Mi bi belly outeod ip and own wh 
cache. 

“Anything you rant coal ne, young ma” he 
ped tar hardin my ees. “Anthing you 
‘vant 9 ele abou my ising deck of ext” 

He kon reaize, Mr Zari ows hat 1 
tno pce. 

‘What dos be plato dot What eh gl to do 
tome 


Zari ty round jee burn 

Inge mine ke eer. Beneath the 
tT white mustache he muttered ang ome 
i.e weiner frown, 

Tawaloed hard Ke ahi the truth, E> 
ed 1 tel hi hat Lato Rs er pane. 

‘ean tll anyone that a reeponable or the 
stack onthe Neer tone, 

Behind Me. Zarwid. the pace ofa were 
shang tei hens. Csterod in el noups 
‘he neighbors were muitering i ow vole, tht 

lon uni 
“Edo ow anything” tol Me Zarwid 
Iuomblng voice. By thudiiy heart seomod to 

‘eno my tat choking Tox Tsoughed ok « 
“ep breath “dct hoo arythingaboat your 
eck ofa” repeated, 








‘Then I spun aay ad sara to ron over the 
sek wet grace, 

had to gt aay hal oth boo thi. 
‘uo hin hae, odie what sb do 

ids wa for Bly ad Kyle Voda sm 
nck. 

Tp running unt Trench the ane of the 
use Thon [ran uptair slaneing my Dore 
‘hori 

‘Breathing har, my otro body drenched in a 
cid eat | droped down onto the ge of 
‘od Head spinning, Heart ponding. 

That get an a be bal lettering the 
cae game bE AFRAID EVERY APRA. 


‘Tht ight dreamed boul Mr Zarwi, 

Drool al in wie white sl, white shit, 
white Gall a white as is hai and muse 
{che — he ese up a ont oe 

he dren, be ed his hams igh abo he 
ua boomed, "Be ara, Como!” 

“A the tre othe de and waved his 
an nif directing 

Tran miei up bed Law my sarod ox- 
pa 

T hear heawy (tsps onside my vom, 
‘Grand eres and lod moans. 

ir Zarwid waved i anne bard: He tose 
ta herd, bi wit Id ling to is shou 
‘her, pe at ong ah. 






hare ollwed the chumping knight 
‘Gothen Kreh Brurded dvartreatiten wh 

asta Maske Knights. Creatures with 
ean haan bi 


‘Sold So ud, overed my ears 
But T coldnt Grn ot the sound of Ue 

rans and erica hey began oh 
‘lain a wack ober with ena a ln 


al erying. 

wy ambled over my bed Slashed the window 

earns Sen everything my desk atari 
‘oor. 


“A balling Krel ent x mae eight toppling 
rae nto my bedroom wizdom Th lan 
red an fol thar plese. A sword 
ence the walppcr 
ul Get out Go 
{refs 
ft Gt out” I woks up sereming. And 


ey 





eed, A doe. 


trembling. Drench ent My puna ae 
stock well tomy bck 

Tea p in bt wile sake, Orange moray 
ulght streamed through he sara. 

"The window oot broke No broken, 

‘Tho wales notslane. 

ead gh frelleand started tains 
sy ft 

ht dropped when Taw my at 
‘The carpet alain) ith od. My fot 
ine: Devens te, band ral. 

Macy opine eke ver Oa roe 

NI" A ten ery eseaped my hr, 

tthe cat” Farmed oat loud huge 
rysel rod to free mye oop shaking. 

“theca gue” 

had to got of the ear gurme Thnese 
seas ae whe ha Thad return 
Mr Zari. 

pulled nye o my ft 

Ti rene Uber right edd, 1 ge 
dreads in them vert Zari hose 

Maybe ut nave the deck on is ret tp 

YeuTachit 

No nee ato in, No ne ta hor ie 
ture aoa hove stealing i ran 

Tio al at. Te earoed lesen, 

began to fat ti tte, Kile mae 
eeu ala plan Tne Wha 






fon a pal of ear amd a Tie My 
rem at Tad my sear, 
ook deep breath 

Conary, sule gun to be lay, tld mysell 


My Hands fmbled over tho date 

onthe deer top Na No ear 

rani, 1 pulled open the drivers ane 
searched. Noa 

raped toy Knee and ocd wer 
Areiner Nocards 

Than volcom dws Agila 
ab raped. 

‘Ok Wat Tae ave ef the earls downs 
nthe thon table 

‘Sinking ny ba libed tomy fee and hut 
sed dow the tbe 

Hey Ure at saree. Emily and Kyl 
sat the htc tbl. Kl Pd segaratd th 
ack ead ina the fur ples. 


















Weve been walling or you" Emily al. "We 
GaN want towne you 

Grab nome neta and lets phy" Kyle 
lange He sted oe of he tacks a end 

"No way Terie. "Putte cad ok in the 
fa, Kyles Tim returning then to Mr Zari 
Right anny” 

"Hh?" Ryle neath dopo pen You cat 
tt. Wee in the mide gs.” 

“Yea jost efwtad wel,” Bly chimed in 
“ive winning, You have fo give the Goth and 
‘there ehnee oct you.” 

No way! isl agai, "What eon with 
you to The ie eon dangerous. Did ot 
‘See the house net dove i Zarwid wart 





He was jst tying to sare” iil i 
sing fle of ea Yas i ll fr hal 
Sreming ~ td you, Canna It wan same” 
"But bat—" sputtered "The Neos’ 
Tanne 
"fet wrecked in the rm” Kyle sab 
"Hie i dn Rat toot onl we crew 8 
ing ar” Yexcied sry 
‘They both ugha. Whoa Do you rely thik 
contol the weather no, Cannae™ Ks 


‘Sit downy” ily onered “Tue wasting 
tune, We oti papa 

Tete at thm both Tn ee they ha thee 
ins mad us Thay war gig oka api 





rosy pice athe table. One more gore," o- 
sted.“ oun, pope One mere, That al Then 
return the de to Me Zarst™ 

ily uth he crn er hand Then se 
set them aed on the tbl 

Alte of tener 9 be stare to 
aw sean 

at ei atthe back omy nak 

Should wo take stopped Were we rnhng 
ores 

“ily dre card. Turned itorer. 

‘Andes ot a 
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ily urd vee den cad 
‘Om th onto he ea, droga 
rose ap deep sve, te lng mo led ak 
‘ready to sttck Lag male spent tod 
Straight up analy, sresting the length fe 
Ick Ts het apred pated asi were wear 
sng armor. Trou iver wings aed pf te 
sade 
‘The dragons lng vost wus ope na ter 
veaing te oe fag eth Ths ig es: 
‘htt eu tts Danes, ede ue snes 
‘Tha thre fe stared a he ead, "Emily 
‘Pato card” Ryle stevie. He shoved another 
aco cade tou he 
‘Ely hale fr «moment, The se pulled 
he ca ff he top of the tele, She held 





up. It wed eo Io. blue areows our 
‘oun tht they pote teach ater 

"Whit dow mean?” Enya Ke 

“Us. Site ca” he expand "You wit 
haractes. Youre mt Gath now Youswich 
thedregon” 

“yest Ui the dragon no!” Bry dela 
ails. 

Tat my ego And tare my dear age 
‘The howling, roaring irs, uly and tras 
ting acess my eros 

Ter ke thi, ought do want ta 
saying thi te 

When {open my eso, Kyle washing 
‘age ares the table to Ely. "Powers" he 
‘tracted Let eo ow cram your dap 
‘Hl ricered "You right jn b's ig, weak at 


Tims he ford ling arose table 
‘Twosinen five, and afoor 

"Wow! Awevor:” Kyte deine, ponding th 
table wth his ig fot “Awe! That dag 
tought” 

Thad heavy fing ithe lt a ny stomaeh 
Stating righ” Laced Kyles °Aad st 
aye mar ot kgh™ 

Henadled. 

Wal Tm going to ed my lg ut ¢ 
dsstzey dren" T announce 





reach for theo, Kyle pushed my band 


Fist my tury” he snd. He grinned at 
“The Kel hae dad tear wth Ue 


“ah? What des hater?” T demand 
Krols are very rat, very ery” Kyle 
replied. We ow whentomveta he othe se” 

BU wht docs at men” Tepe 

“Tr sharing my power wth Ue dg,” be 
ssid 

“ws Bly eel: She reached aoe he 
tale to slap ow hgh Se “orale 

Bul thats ot sr proce 

‘plenagha “Thine wa Conan” 

le rea ean off the op of the deck ard 
turned ie faeup. It showed @ bearded i a 
‘ro apton Ying a wide net. 

“An ef cheery” Kye anand. He raed 
he dl Than tre fo me "Yorn tre, 
ing The Ket has calle together an army oft 
thtiand elf ferren. The eve ened ft 
{your army and threw ele nets over jo 

“adr hiding” Tattered 

hook his esky. 

‘Va ean Fin capt” Teed 

‘Vex Captured” Kyle annoomend, He stoved 
the dee to Emu. "The Ling empeared an 
‘ete comes the gn enh hf 





| 
| 


“io — wal” Line, 

‘But Bly led the dice, 

‘Ae ha oto the stret, Rear roar 

‘Aad then a mom sereaming 

‘The awa fea ies Ald CRASH. 

‘And then srather furious enimal reat, kad 
ander 

‘No plese, na I slenly prayed, watehing 
‘he star sks on my en faces 


lease dant let tbe dragoa come 10 if 
Prez 


Po 
setae 
comer 
egeuuie 
ates. 
ikeeonee 
eee 
ee, 
eee 
err 
wees 
= 
= 





‘Bly, le and 1 ote dan my toot awn 
estopped tthe eat x abr shadow swept 
over Beste. 

"King vert shed, Tate dragon. 

‘allan pike and roo — Jos Uke the po 
‘uaiten the game car. 

Sy dant haere it" 1 tanned. 

“The alivery wings Foe upon its spiky bck, The 
swings seeched strated Io weil re 
Faring—and oa tiwugh powor lines over the 
Ie of te iret. Electret raced and spars 
Aw ath ns eame down 

“Tting es aanve bea! up in apother fas 
oar the dragons ky boy haere fovea, 
mtn the leevea| pat tumbling 12 the 
ru. 

"Te dragon ld gin ot anders 3 
syle ea beneath 

‘Neetors were scrurig! and running. 1 
ard dering ea car aquest oto ont 
fi pn ent omen at awn 

"le send bone staring openmenthed 
tne int, himboringeratore "A dragon: 
‘al drag," be rnd. 

‘he brought hr,” Csa grabing hl em 
‘ena owe, We hav to da something she 
ry 

Hota to me, ha fee esd fn fer: “D, 
sernthig? Like what 

Well 
















SL bv an ies" Emily interrupted breath 
lel 


"Hurry —" Emly urge "nto the hase” Sho 
-arted torn aero the lov, 

‘ook one hist gimp at the dragon aang 
‘amen burt fom tn mt Then Tan afer 
Bly. "Whats your lea? I cal 

‘She dit anewer url the three of ws were 
bck the Mchen, “The card” she ald, puto: 
“The dragon eat 1 we shove fakin the box, 
save the dragon wl appa” 

“Yat 1 eral "Remeber lst aight The 
storm stopped when we pt theca ak tthe 
tox 

"emit work” Kyle agreed 

‘eal umpal at the sound of ood ath Ane 
ater ee fling 8 hve Right tie te wie 


<r he aa bapa aly sm 
‘ing through te cards 

"Where eri Where ie the drag” 
“ft face” Emly delred “Remember! 
Thad iight in on of me" 

ple slammed Hs atom the table ending 8 
Inch of cars ying. I share!” be ie 
Taide give up tipped through the eed 


“Now what” ray greed 

‘hard ore serene ron etd Sion = 
Ingand ing. Ancer ers esplitering wood. 

Shel bot dwn my bask tad at nad 
‘arable And had ea. 

“The Malad Knight" murmured ou loud 

Emily and Kyle tamed to rare st me "SO 
svat Gl snared 

Tprabbed for the die. "'m gringo send ahage 
ary of ase ight out nde dng,” 
Tannen, 

“Bae Piya, 

Tee ner ni "Es worth ae" Tesi 
ontroed ora lo power pats” 

Kile sapped me on the bak for emenaage- 
‘ment "God luck, Comer: Rllal ses: Harr 

“Athen rar eae, The sk of ctl. 
‘Shouts ard eee rin ll down hese! 

Taqucsod the doe im my tan. Sbok the, 
‘Sb my eyes an prayed fr all ies, 

“Tn werd iy hand and ent he dice ta 
‘lng to he able 
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“Roll agin,” aly ged. “Ty agai, Conic” 

{stared to reach fr te die agun Butea 
tering outa made me sap. 1 ubod myself 
‘ava fom the tale end hort he i wins 
dome 

"Oh, wow." I murmured. 1 mw Sve masked 
aights"on the street. They ved taper, 
‘arcing lov. They bel ther rile at 
tthum wth one han. The eworde were aed 
‘igh in he other han, 

“Their srmoe gerd fn the on —unil they 
steppe ita te ado he dans And then 
‘Boo the seomad to fae at he deeper 
sth lado, 


“Not mush of an arm" Kyle murmared. “1 
only sou cow all ses then mayne —" 

Heda nish isnt 

All arn fe puede the deagon Md th 
Ast to lng nH iat Jas and with 
‘harp tone his heal eave tes over the 0 
(he et ern to street. 

"the froclnsarete lowered ts bead aa 
‘with ama ret thre angry brats og, 
flames over the omsinng Unrest 

‘hve in Moro, Ue nights droped thet 
werden shih urna rahe rea 
{rwing ot the Garking of hr aor. 

“The drag wie” Tuten 

‘And hen T watched fon in terror, a 
agg tamed maby toward hows 
jl ac ts ted oan angry oro te 

Ite shadow mepe over the aso the ere 
‘ue imbored ts the ent a. 

ie ecoming Herel" holed ul “1 on 
sngator us na 
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shadow swept dary ov the hose I 
adel) Zt co, deep cl a8 ifthe 

rages ocd ont al cot the un. 

arse alfred mysef aay fon the wine 
dow 

‘Shivering Iran tothe hitshen, 

Tcauld hear the dragon lbering aeons my 
srt, Every festte hook the hau 

Theatres eal and fal Hear the crackle 
of ctr as power nes were eat 

"Ws ering around the side of the hour!” 
Bi oiehod. 

The cl dark shadow washed ove the bak 
‘yun thon ove the Miten wna. 

“Iti lowed us back har!” Kylee 

raised my ees ote chen window and tase 
the massive, armaite chest ofthe dragon. The 


restr ump the hark of the hse, ha 
the whe howe, ending racks drm the plat 
shen wall 

Te bere ie be own, app 
er jaws ayer in wih rertine 
fete le ofbasketball. 

ily let attr wreck. She stb 
{tom he widow, barking ant af the room. 8) 
Lega aver Kyl, who wat als beeing aay 

Tie ou weed ery a is, deserate 
ash nto 

veto he ble and aweptthecarts inthe 
tds Swept int single de, miro 
ay shader 

“edn the deskn onc hand erabed th by 
vith my ote has 

‘Shove he cid ino thes, Conor Yds 
pelt 

“Maybe... maybe ityouahoveall the cards be 
in the bo, the dragon wl spn 

Tike a ight 

‘Lt night I remembers, we i he eek 
care ba ne the ba aad te ar oD 
‘lhe ight ar tak 

"The htchenwindowyne shook asthe dap 
‘umpc thew wi te aout Th roi 
jes hare na os Tho pant retried 

"The dragon etchod its hu ick. 

Inaseonf sing eras ight trough 
wih, rs 








‘Notime. Notime, 

started ofan the er ita the bos. 

Dropped the box! 

-Noweo!” Tutered hore wal 

Fell tomy nes: Grabed the box in my shake 
Inga, 

‘Sirgled ose he de fe. 

‘ua them. Pushed the earn the ba. 

Ad sped thelist. 

‘Weald woe 


herd ond POP, the san oft 
‘alone ting 
Ibi ac of weight mada three 
sw erro arp 
‘inking, I earoed i he window: Morning 
tight fone at the che 
‘Slee ox thee now 
Wetdveto the wind ana peer ot. 
Tell oe eros, deop fot at 
haya, 
Bt dragon, No dragon Ia vais 
Cannar your apni!” Kye deched. 
slapped ie ard on the back, so hard Year 
wet sping throgh the whos. 
Tim sate ela Before we ealad i 
tne of us Were lang eng each oth 
oxy 















er on hapy the dragon wis gon, 
te glingsed the box of ards on the 
Table [stopped ughing, "We've go Us 
awe te Parl now” Fs 

He tld us he uty” Boly murnare, sare 
wally at he card dec, ae might expe 
any second. “He teed to warn us how dager 
he ge was, Bal we id ate.” 

Kyle rushed is hick bond hr back fis 
Pl "Zar ne esd were a das 
pron why as heeling hem ata garage ae” 

demande 


“Good question” Ply rp sols, her yes 
seal on the des She tamed toe, "OF cons, he 
id expat someone to tan than.” 

Teal el my aw grit "Dott worry 
never tes! anything gai!” Fest “An 
no re rleplaying ares. From now on, Tr 
‘king to Go Fk 

“were wasting time,” Kyle a. “Le return 
she crt” 

"Ml you cor wih me?” Lashed, Maybe ft 
howe of ego Me Zar won ve me sich 8 
pera 

‘Tag exchanged sane, then nade. “Oy. 
Lach go" Emly si 

Treched for the bx eats Ax pike itp, 
‘held sid open — and ucard fel ou ant Matered 
fothedone 

Then to pe ap 


e 


Awe ct spi when Ts the un 
on the te th ear "Check this eu!" Lied 
“Tait oti and bere” 

Tete up and Bld oot ards Uy oak 

it — ih Zari” Eel dectard 

‘Yeu Ther haw, hie white ai lowing, 
sft wite taco standing straight ut, bi 
rund ue eyessaring out ofthe ard ts. 

"Lach aps the eek” Tal Thue 
‘the ear ovr ny cl ce the word WARD 

(ev Ward cad” Kyle said thowghfll 
“Whos Held on. Zari... Wa’. Get” 

Yor tote 

‘ars ean anagram fr Wa yea mic 
‘he letrs ine Zarit ame yon get za 

Emly grabbed te ead ar raed tor ne 
frowning eas the tod "Do yea tin he 

‘ake 





then hein ot we tok th ears 


| es 


lt War ear inayat pat. 
‘Then Tucked the deck of Be Ades 
Ia back ceo yf 

‘The tre of sep atthe rt door wd 
started doen the rin or. 

‘Westooped at the ia, allen maple rea tho 
curb, Tt hal toppled over foe Hes. Te torn 
Svire bused ah ere sending a abome of 
Sparks over the ideals. 

‘Acros tho st, se a rel hun af ered 
| meta Toned wo be en” Tmurmared toy 
| cs, 
| They ered opermoathe at the wreskage and 

esiuctionall dow tne, Creel ap 
led trees and power Knee Dep holes ln he 
‘ere. ren hedges. Thue nor od 





‘hve pice ar Mord of the street ther 
lighten her fe tating len 

"People al in mal gous eying hte 
Ingen pining to the daaged hose > 
‘sed cars tag theireads In bewidermen 
Sed shock 

ye this" T muttered" loa fa.” 

Lea tive” Bly replied ina tren 
sie. an ine hat ard ue is en” 

Tiana group of ncghbre wating. 1 wor 
ered hy knw tht we ers he guy oes 
Sp tm ane who tke the ea card, We were 
(ee ho mde the bigest slr a 
‘ago sp 

‘What wold tappen to my fiends and ie 


pete fad ot? 
"What wn peopled tox? Wold tay se 


parent Would my parent veto pay forall) 
fags? 


‘What woud my parents do tome? 

‘The qn nent wave fod pase veree 
iy leg arden fl eat Tied oink 
‘snort, 

"epee a polo ua cars I could ie 
their alin eacking, Darkeurfornot oe 
tvere walling pan den the ee, check 
(9H te deep forint the parent erat 
{i Uhr ads the expression puzzle, 

“Ase reehe the cornet Mr. Zari hou 
came int view. The font dor was sh and 


errs olde Tener 
nthe re. 
“loth tard house ie petety oa 
os png Anh nto 
Teac i a crt my br set 
ope he ame ee ye 
rit tac cra 
We mcd ho As and ade or way oer 
ay adaen oe do 
grr ia wine Ba te ei of 
‘esi ed al cara rer 
lings doy Brehm th re ow 
fiom ont joie te Sb T end er 8 
| beet ireyies 
[Pte aways hot eae mye 
| cote Snr Za 
| Norepiy. 
|) Nemtapn tne nan Nota sond 
med the donb tga A wae My 
Donde were mil eos eld fl te 
ol tint el 
Of crw sour a Conn, 11d mp 
{Gore we hr on ae poe 
aye bevenen wen 
‘an nl soethg ht beim ain 
Sear antng Kream he wa He 
ny ht gts Now thy hed ci 








‘Tomy sarpin, the doe swung pen. 

"et Teed 

pled mya ite, Te ent of the how 
ston in darkness, I tak a deep breath —a 
‘Soles ssrp, eet roma. Se. 

ae Zari” Teale. My vig seocd 
lowly inthe dares 

tank anctner deep breath, trying to slow 1 
acing hart The {posed the do pon a 
faesher and stepped int te on a. 

“elo Tee "Anybody home?" 

1 amped back when I ear the xi peal 
laughter ua the font ror 
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Tie Bek eso” 1 samme Te 
| angi” 

‘tier igh sh teh 

"Tha mou hea tb.” Bly whepred, 
| sing se ome Or a” 

Tear ed whos flanges hr ten 





Keep lee together, wo followed eum of 
lenunight acres the for into the Hing oon. 
Ts ry eyes austed 2 the brehor ih ea 
‘rom filo od farhoned poking iriure — 
StiFbaced wooden chins w duticred dete 3 
ater pany hes, dask drapes over te wi 
ov aver al ring 00 sl table, 





More anger 
Tamed nd a where nme om, 

‘A renkey. lie brow role. Nop 
tnd down ectdly fa bro ene, ater 


ontop 
"Hew atl!” Rally cost, stepping wp 0th 


ce 

“Fhe monkey stopped st sl catering 29 
‘ited ts od tang 0 2b, 

“po you tak tea pet” Kyle ask, eyeing 
way "Ordnyouthnkit wad bea pers ar 
‘awe tured histo a onlay 

fe has always heen mnkoy!™ 3h 
cally okra om beh 

Teeny Ar Zarwi vie, I xpun tot 
doureny 

‘esonsquintng a us wit thas rou 
je, Hin normally chad down white hal st 
(pn camp aro Bs ead cou se srt 
‘amas Rene sky maroon rebe. 

“Ste Zarwid— Taare 

‘What re you dong ere?” be demanded = 
iy, "Wht ne 2 Why ed you wake 
Sead you think the house was pis?" 

"Nel samen We wanted 10s ¥. 
pay 

elt Youresetng re! he xed. “Do you 
smal bree rt pnp ows othe” 

No, Te door owing ope” Freed 


“We in reskin" Kyl aed tying help 
‘ne. *Werng te ball several tines” 

“We tru iy ade, 

‘Me, Zari rubbed ie cin, Then he straight 
ened his mustache, ct seoing a us" 1 
coe why you care" he sai aly 

Uh. youn T shed ou Teac nto my 
ack pocket and plod gut the box of cards 
"Tere" T sd Holding thom out to hin item 
lng ha 

Ts ue epes shod. “So you di steal them” 
bdo 

"Tok them” 1 manure ower my 
eyeeto tho fone "T—Pey aoe 

“And you payed the gains” he continued, 
rossi the dated even ward se. "And yu 
Called up dragon. And you zesty destroyed year 

goes 


1 roped na whisper “We di 


“The cold eye eos me. “You det mean 
ay the gare? You did't mean to seal my 
{ards he demanded, hovering over te. 

"We an ran fo wre al the Houses ant 








“Sorry dose el "i. Zar, 
‘He grabbed he box of cars oe my har 


“Apoingana as oh he 

Wt eas unwed" Tere “mnt thi, 
‘Pye rover etalon snything before a? ino 
the cards wore soso poeta! vasa jst a 


igus? 

“Yea the ld wird see, irgering His 
‘ache gai, hl eye Laken me "es, 
‘pasa bigs, And naw — now you nw too 
ach 

Tica map away te him and burp ino n 
igre ic “Rao too tuck! Wiad 1 
thea” demanded tly. 

“Srl and Kyle ore p bead me. 

Dr Zar i’ answor ha goeto, Instead 
sarangi payed over pie face, Keeping 
iseyeronem,be pled te ears fam he bx 

See yuk te ends mu” hes his 
ale spel, thetic mstaco appearing to 
‘ep ae wing, hy nk ete ae” 

“ilas Hep 

‘ut tere srl atk what he mean be wep 
scat pad tose ear ih nthe a 

‘med them over Bly Kyle and me 

‘They uttered own, down, ove ut over ow 
‘rea, our Mer: Phaser en down 

‘And the car fl, dak came down wit 
ner 

“heey cok darknem bad never ace a feb 
vere 












‘The ronnie bein Me. art vais. 


iow thi pid date 
‘Dine de ching lle 
Hevea 


i} 


he cbt nome to wh aay before the 
aca i fee a wave of warm 

Dinka Opened are. 

Mare fn chara Back iy pnp is 
har ne be 

‘Sure! 

{Yoo [tara up at a sary elon ak The 
svi sire Batre yt 

Tian my anes rele, On my hands ad 
ee al dlp 8. 

Their tale ress et 

Pana! 

{herd groan-Te grass rant Desde ne. 

EBmily crvwlal imp view. Sho rare he 
ger at ne ona da ogni me, She hes 
‘Sr from herbal, Connor where are we” sh 
hiner 


“Yeah, Wherenve wel” Kye fold her entof 
al gras 
Wr hy” coke oa il fing hak. 2 
tecgh my bass eine, 1 owe 1 


“But where ary wet” Ey demanded "twas 
worming and now i igh 
T pled myself up from my Ynews and god 
sud. "Wer ina we Bld? Troportad. "ory 
fh 
Enya Kyle oad op i IG ihe a ar 
| someting” Kole rma 
Teor te Hi Bld a all gan, Xs small 
| ets of rage hae. Tay fires Doing ats 
Sort te 
ek Cs swe in ff vile" Isa 
Check cat the tbs thins thee made 
fans or tras.” 
“si” Kyle metered, owning 
Suiting Into the gy hy T saw a tal 
mound fh A eden axon lod down belo 
{Lag other ual wo hod wagon Thar 
‘thoy whiny some shorein se distance beyond 
he rows oft hut 
"hal uted ts fat pople ag on her nek. 
Td be it bore” she stamered. She 
mbes to her fc. *T want too hema” 
"nk a ing way frm em” Cab 
fh Me Zari sa? Te 6 tered, 
ihre ashi 





\ 
t 
t 













fos Why not ve the game” Kee 
ported Then Me toed the ex avr ie Aré 
ore we are 

“yu mean wee fu the game?” Emily eid 
wre scr a rth nase hight so ire 
‘reathing dagen 

that pele 1 mater 

‘Yeats sre Lmao” Kyle eeoet 
lng is eyes 1 impale — Dot ere 

put — bot —* Lapoiered. 

ape ble ta Asot when Tear 


ping 
Tard sraping foosops: an the tall era 


bea 

“honing of Us mon came nto view, are 
apy scat he. They were dressed 
fazed far The domelve metal beets o 2 
Thay ews lowed daly the etait. 
‘eared lng, pointed peas atte se. 

flap. hup op” Wey chanted as 
marco 

kel” Kyte whispered, hceyen ign wt 
earn 

“Ath alow bein the as, 

i recone ther fom theca” he Wh 

“there el. Tyre 

“Tend the back the ar” Bly whip 
shadferig, “Pay/ro evil hanters, ight A 
they cannibal Mey ext oma” 
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id, ee 
ripen 


cane marching onardusearsup spears Jo¥a, 
‘Yasng tem ina steady ryt as they marched 

teak a deep breath and dking ow bebin 
the al gras started to move anny. 

"tbup hp pha” 

Did heya a? Te ane, 

eid wate on 

half ran hi dove throug the gras Bly 
and Kyle were at mye. 

‘We made our way let over he sft groan, 
Irving rete rte heal rn, tener a 
“lg iat the cl le men ha pew 

‘Wer to got Whar to hide? 

My heart pounded apart my het. My beeath 

on puting Eps 





‘The tal mo a mering ly unde 
tue sari ote up on oft ke gi 

Tei hesitate. a thin aon 

Lavering my had, I dove int the ie of 

moan 

np ne erty. 

Teoverel my eyan sth ene hand and pe 
leap ita Ue esrb my fae, Pri 
‘hr ny een [it sharp straws aide do 
the bck my eck 

“x suling tnd made we stop 1 a sha 
tao nin eee 

‘Then trea | ye hoaing Fly 2nd 
‘rowing inte ay bee 

Deh ea wl Ely wep 

‘pid ey sce” Kole ako. 

SPT dow Koon” Lstammered, pling 2 
“thay my hase “Sua Don tall Just 

Biles moysensept fr the rrtehing et 
ofthe hay oad 

Toul hea the tha tbe Jk! march 
fee in hse op up a 
ingchat. 

‘Were they soe? 

(Or were they ating fr ws come ott 

ay piety fe ped «dap sta 
tg oe 

“tn ota” Emly whispered 


And aah au 1 startod toh too My 
Tekst car. ay cook. 
‘Mya tinged ad borne. 


Tage 

sted abd sired ying ave the bay 
cad crate I court ub he pil 
itching away. 

Tint my tae, So te. 0 ey. 

Ohi. tered roan won Tran 
why 

at purple bugs, 1 pale one of my fs. 1 
scraped ath oe fhe buck ofr ha 

Tkshem ono buckof my ned Sting don 
my Tire, Sthering over my back 

Tanirede of them, at parle bugs croning 
‘tush ie Lay. Cen oer 

‘yuece” Isard aa bug eile 
scone my cheek ate to ae eto my out. 

Topit ont Teh soar asteonsay ips igs 
tec my teeth: Fore mel toga agi. 

Tropitone more Seated my fe, Serato 
say cbse: Tied to rob my tng buck ast 
then. 

"Butt da hap 

‘Tim goingtoftch o death ought 

fot Hen sereaming ie blgou fonder 
he hues ta seen ey ag ot. 1 
feted wo tar off lt. Ter tm int 

never stop ching, Hold mysele Tmgong to 
ulin forthe oo ne! 





11 ean tak thie ae Tg” heard 
nly wager fom stmerhare cle bese me 
lee toe ut ofthe ay eget neal” 

“Saha? yl ware. "ein to Joka are 
seul oan” 

Tent stp shivering, Tho straw prose 
gaint es wer and ser, 

T pale it bog ot cf my eu. 

‘And shen ten erp my nse, 

‘Nol ordved msl Cano — do ners 

Dent sncone 

AIF GHOOG0000" 
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one my sean ended, T Roar gr 
sonts: Angry arnt 

Note to move. Peart rah of tsps 

‘And then hands grabbed se rou, wrapped 
sound my arms my neck end several Jes 
ed ot rm the ge 

‘Chatering rap in rage det reco 
tins, the Liste men pled lyre Koo ot asd 
hove hem bard no the pen are eae of 
the hy mona 

"Thy woroanded ily at eet dozen of 
thm, jabbing th pont oftheir pens a 
sSalteing sey, elt exphoesone Rand att 


ary. 
Trach my ebest. Pulled a bg out trom 
ner my shire ad td to the grout. iy 


‘wo ends weal erating ory paling 
‘of bore 

Tel se the bags xanga Enya 
{ reathed over an pled fer oof he cut 
tures 

"Ply ool deep ath amd ured oa 
eaptars Do soa spook Begleh?” Terie ot in 8 
ih sh wie. 

Their cher stopped: Bena their ta 
‘la ated hay te Sek narod ir eget 
hos They kop te spear oise 

“SPoglht"Leepeaed “Anyene?” 

‘They stared at ori a hey dirt ho 
eye wo coal pea, 

Mah mo” Emily td. We dont Belong 


‘Sees. 

"Thy wed Use tis ofthe spears closer. Ty 
tino Joes cloned 

nly Ke at ser fore to ile om 
togete 

“Tramed my eyes path sree f isle er 
earching fore way to exeape. Beyond thes 
euler on fat le row of le ha 
Se burlng etal eth 

swale bar, Nowhore to hide No way t 


cane, 
SO aed ot whe Tl the ab of mates 
amy bake 


{jmp forward 
‘The della rusted menacing. They poe ws 
‘umf, jb bra ring st ove 
“Whoa! Wait” Lek nab toe the pan 
from my woe, “Where are you akg as?” 
[Ore grate and egy prov lenge for 
‘wards another spear pan poked my bck 
| "Stents we den lavas epel Kye ia. 
peredan re were ced wren te tall we pram 
| Forme  Caak often” 
“Thsicn-a gone!" Tehoed oT real!” 
‘The dels free us amos the fl. Showed 
tw up to sal bright re ota aw 
Rel ence erackkal athe Roam of the fs, 
sarking he jels The wor Hise the 
fares reached toward um ped by a tng 
bere, 
"What are they gogo do— eo a Ely 
wpe 
(dete tamer. 
"kel leap heir before they et" 
Rylewhipered 
"hat ide meme Sel any beter at all A 
shud ran down my by: My legs sade ft 
ke ite 
‘The Jekels forme ight line in tune of ws, 
spears raise, eepng our bala ose to the fre. 
"Ween a peace” Tere "We mean you no 
spam 








tango!” Emi wailed "We do ive hee! 
Southaven righ to eop tl” 

"Thy granted among hele ieneing A 
ow of them waved the pear, RANE ED 
‘Sart th darlag aes. 

Stuer lis. We can probably pu igh 
oe them" T whispered to Kye 

THe toa he bed. "ad es Jel are small 
‘at tng ae nua strength” 

Teighed: “What ee we gang 04" 

ied ave shares a anwer: We beasts 
scraping out. A og Apel dressed 
ite fr urs get rough the ow doorway 0 
that 

"rae ober eke neta grew sent. Th 
ima heir sir ak atten They al taro 
foley te san rom the st 

sted in ashes sway vero Te 
shite fir ls yet an roners gow in 
rth He wae darihsired ke lhe the 
Fietad avy blot air dowels bak and sr 
Ing blue yer weer oa orehead. 

os” ad na sarrsiagty ep volo 

vos he repeated, oe eying ot the wor 
fare Sew ie 

“You you speak English" stamens 
He ride, tarsing Wi etna ze on 

‘ve doo ao ght” e said tov 

fly “Ao yu do not uk ike Sr 



























“To Jokes sapped aide otha Uo eer 
ull eve cnet ux "Are yo Goths?” he de 
‘unde "Are you sorcerers” 

‘he gow fhe eight ceed in isepee He 
resol hards gait hs Wal and wad for 

Wo wee art kid" Lepteered. 

He rarcowed his eye. "Kis? Ki? Are you 
omer 

“NO” Emily rod. “We have power at al. 
“Let go — ple 

“Wo id sooe to "told him. "We sro 
tighter Wore. student Wee jt i” 

“Herabbed hs wnooth chin “Then wy ar you 
idem 

‘We we dn na” Kyle rep. “We wore 
sont bre by award We det 

"The delle allel ot. They miso thor 








peor 

“Third eys grew wie. "By awe So 
_yogare srerers™ 

"NotI seremned. "Weave no powers. tall 
‘mite. re mista!” 

‘He wadied us one by one “Wel 500” be mat 


‘A few sends later, they mappeare One of 


thom er a age vor goblet nfo oe 
obit caefly a bth nde 

"The Ieaer tothe ge from hire and ow 
reeset we ould ee ine. naar 
‘in the aver cap caring, baling aboot 2 
ta ce 

“hh” pled my Head bak In ast 1 
called Mle roti es 

"ou wi der thin” the Shole! Teader de 
hare ring the goblet ward me. 

Ne way! Leuk ont. 

My smach hrc T amped hand tet 
vee math 

"Tema get the seing aroma ot of 
ust tw the worst hg Tver aa 
(ieopie et an oe ah aed sok or,» 

"The hick bck Hid eb over the ide 
ge. 

rnc i qk” the Jol ordered.“ wor 
ast sb yen le Eas” 

‘Tt — what" tered ina choked wht 





pe 
“palo,” he replied "A duly poton” 
ua "But— why 
‘Tow rsh Ten he dare. Ia di 
ivan, tonne you ao telling he rit 
are a the bubbling lek Hal. “But 
han anyona ever arvived™ ried, 
He shook is ea, "a. Not ye” 








| pee The ol ston frm the teasing 
sear ooking ne, sickening me 
Drie dered. "You mat tke ou Tat 
‘Test, Drie wm — no!” 


“He eld my oad with ne hand. And with bs 
cher hand, psd gol tomy ps. 
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fet the bit, tre Naud gaint 
wth 

Their steht very fe 

A defoing rr mane ers 

‘Th gel rm tha Jets hand. The 
tigi spread oer the dit 

"hoor rT grovel began a tremble 

‘Te Jel leer sagyered bck is eve 
sekhearris. 

"kel ys Toad taste the poison. 

My stcach eat 

at forget ll oe a enoreous drag 
turd ate vo 





eon spare, hamburg overt 
ray. An sen ant 
"A a figuring igh on he rag 


osks Armored gure ing the sharp 
pias on tha backs of the lombering erate 

"Gogh with wer at hie, lowing nde 
Tight fom heres. 

"The drug sich fro, mapping hee 
oth a, oda ver teh mound ate. 
{ng ter thelr boad fet. Aragon termi 
over the leader's a crushing Ieupderoc ke w 
Paper ep. 

(PT hata, armored knights hong tom tho 
| dragons ong necks owecing themes, balling 
| on wit: one hand as they wrung their sword in 
| ie neat the snl Jka 

[te feld rang on with eves The tampbant 

‘atl ais of the aight. The hg eal es 

ofthe adaading dragons. The tered oars ad 
| himpersof the eke 
| "iris ei title men dropped their open and 
ran, Theleader sh ater thm cling fron 
Say ana gm 

Ryle shoved me hard, "Wow! 18 use inthe 
rane!” bo zered, pes wide with amzemont 

“Lots go! Bye. 

A we took of rang aay tom the Jka, 
avay from the seating, swoping iighs 08 
‘thr dams avay trom he hts al es. 

‘Our fet thud oar theeots roma. Wewere 














Besthing bard my est Uroing, taro 

tack 

"The fats were all burning now, bright es 

‘yng upsesnet the parle nigh sky Te whole 
ald appoare to be on fe. 

"The Jekoks had all vamisbed. "Te knights 
‘heir dingo wet whooping and cheering ake 
‘Singing thee swards high above She ads 

Kee ging” Kyle urge puting my seve 
sno ran "Dott sap. Taos Anights may be 08 
Teeny toe” 

chy come afer us...” Tily gasped 
swe ded ment” 

T lace ke ei co Tit of he bry 
ft hem il abating tay 

wast ayry fr." stake ong 

‘dep breath of ola. 

“ho ears? Kyle ero. “You ahnest ad ¢ 
rink ta pis” 

Ohi The thagph oft sickened me all ove 

Turned and started tor ter 

‘The Bat eld caved dw, thon ed ph 
agin Ane of al tal rove wp Hhe a we 
Frnt ofan 

“ive cam Menthe crete!” Vere 

We lowered heads nd oven etal de 
susan the ade posing oe 2 


Goulds ar soos ermehiny over dred eavet 

“The sls rose up high over oar heads They 
raced an een, boring aay as We ore 
throagh them 

‘ser amine oo sapped, Panag bard L 
lowered my hands to my kn and tug to 
sate my Breath. 

‘al aru ut, the tll ous rule and 
wae 

"=e sts hor," Eisley. "AC Mast 
fora wh.” 

"Yah Noor can sce in here" Kye sree. 
we revervoonconsalia thi” Ue, 
eating ar “Tepes hk ae 

Tatappea with acaked gasp when [saw asta 
Intron fe bagi to open. 

Tea a ql movement. 

‘A hand honor Rael oahing out om a 
se the tal 

‘Stl ered sound os Creed ed ewayed 

‘ad penal. 

‘Handed ut rt, An hun send dk bod 
ses smouth and shin; moved nt fo the wif 
ing tale. 

Domine of slnder sent creates, With 
smooth gree heals No features No fee Leay 
freon bens ke ers of corn fore thee been 
oka 








ovens — and has hand ofthe, 
‘The eal rele opr, saying oy athe 
retard out. 
"Tha ldo dark arsstretche, seth 
trom ne alla Bo rib The hans sid aod 
sa Tchning. 


“Teherng 
‘Sills ily kel oat. “Remember the 
can Camor! Toye Sta! 
Ton remeber" Tineped 
‘nds weap oud my chest, my thet 
A igared gn De vines. 
Thsard Kyle groan. “Cant 





Mo many ef rs. Too many 10h. 
‘And nil te sa epened, efure, ting 
Tea are int, ely St. 
Sha can we de? ako out, “Wh an wt 
doxawt™ 


‘YoU FINISH THE STORY. 


P| 


sland the book sat 
What cheat! T vod ange “Whit a 
sup apt hes 
iy ster Arm lanot up fr her mags 
‘aviats sour prblem, Bar she demrnded. 
‘fewer ban reading Ut bee fr hows 
| essai yout 
“ld Hes KE" 1 dale, shoving he bole 
sseay*But ita taal che” 
"Amy abo her head Her coiy Now baie 
bunch ike a sponge 
Te cy hr. Bat ts ark wd deus 
arent m Up an rp. Avd dat ave soul 
ed ok ke aby dol 
‘Any i love, js oe ear younger tha me. 
ut he alwape ate a feel yor sbiter cr 
rowathing 





gute tose books wiht ma rae: 
nga ratered “Boring” 

i wut bering. I was excting” iat 
tan be were laying acard ge ee 

ook. Tori ah cle” Amy ese 
rol ig bo dol eve. 

De nee at who stay areata 

"Weak Like ted hairy wart on my ome! 

pat thon tho ook grit a realy excin 
prt 1 cote. "And—and when ews 
{ily ner ius nr ow fh he omy 

‘vi Tat atl coat” Anny aren Sb 
lon ber mage a8 dropped down 0 tt 
‘Bor beso She reach or the book. "What 
ie, Mor" 

Sica a Afri" tld be. Ts ort 
id med Comoe” 

Comoe 

‘Nah, Consor Buckley. He steals a deck 
cards ov ietur gotten relly oie za 
‘ft rager and ight a a” 

Coat Ary sh 

‘Yeah Togrods Tt tne ut hat the 
‘comer sale ear gue rm wise. A 
(Git Conor tie treira tho cards st 
1Tealy angry. So he send Connor and is € 
‘ent the pee” 

“Ky stared at me. *So they have to ht 
dengnst™ 





‘el, yeah 1 replied "Bot the hey et 
capi by these wird seal return before 
‘hy can defeat them or eecape the bode jst 
ed And isa, Yih he tary” 

“Amy laaghe. She fs high, acweaky gigle 
‘tha makes my eah itch, 

"Toes the ntor ra oto Hons she ald 

“ae T repli wbappty. 

Amite wp he boar fied rah the 
gen “Oh, wo shoei fad mo: 
{Bing Lok, Soonhing tacked in a pocket a the 
Ick cover™ 

‘Sed her hand ite he hac ser ad pale 
co someing 

“hae ears 

‘Stehandel thom 1 me. 

TTeued them over apd ppl croup hem 
‘srl -deagos. Jel 

"Tt ear ga” Feel excel. W's the 
ca fom the book! Wow!” 

Coo” Aon replied. 

‘er fverit word. Por 3 fw wea, she rad 
saying “eiliat” al the Line, Brey wat 
ein.” Bat thn he went back too 

T shat thrugh the ear [stared to sepa- 
“ate the Power ears from the Gharecter ext. 
“160 get sme ey" tat Amy “Lats try" 

‘Ste ited her head nd squid af mo. Hoe 

ey ha boned on bee haa, "Yo res > 

a 








“ace Tepideparting atthe Fat car 
‘robe fan, Weedon have axing ls to do — 
ight 

“vas neuty the end of sume, and Amy ed 
1 reba prety bore 

“om and Da ha eaelod to France for to 
wot ut Uy left tin. Ouray rae 
mother wa staying ito 

"Bery in the nummer, 1 bad fod stocking 
shelve io my unce's show stare for a few weeks. 
‘But wae too boring I beget Mors ad Du to 
etme ql ard they Sell 

‘So Ang tn ua hinge or the rosto the 
sme tas oeeng ot bilan 

dot know i Cant to ig Amy i. 
‘Tyo card ok relly eee” 

lhe "Lips. The game lyst 
‘te creepy. sexi ance you get ino 

‘She ented, "But you si wae danger.” 

We ann card game? Tae“ Ho soy 
tellag, You ake up te story as yom gon” 

‘Wel okay. But jont for few mina” 
‘Amy case ek n skort while ater wth fr dea. 
‘She dropped ern om me onthe fou.“ 
‘want tg iss insted, 


ca 

Okay” Tid Tpit tna pile of ed ae 
down on the for "You have to plek #earacte 
frst Fs the earnctar you wl play for th 
‘wile ane Go ad Pik card” 


‘She spread the cards out and sta he baka, 
And sto thor. Ae sti the, 
“Amy—there's nothing to sei" Ure, 
“ou staring tte ta” 

“Diy oe" he moaned. 

She pico’ can. 

‘Ture borer 

‘Arid the room met ie, 
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th sere star eres 
“Hey—who tured eat Ue 
vst 
Whats happen” 
Soden eu trease. 1k  exy 
-woighyas Zeon wat Mandingo ry chet 
Titra onto my-tock gating coking des 
pertly tying ck le 
Ti hen my amas sot out. My ches 
sel about remy to bust My skin ple ight 
ise ry bake 
Ti being pel part hough 
“Oph Ang man espe ny Shr. 
Teale fe eae agi Took sever 
ie eats. The fet ool ad. 
“Amy? Whore are you? Are yu olay!" I wis 
ere, 





Pallight ter throph he darks oot 
‘pata we ill on ia the ky 

Tene and maw Am, iting on the ground, 
shaking er fed her Dr babing, «ded x2 
ean on hor 

‘She gaa up atthe moo and them tart 
tome, “Mark "weve casi” she murmured. 
Ste nat hme anger 

climbed shyt my et ant lake aan 
‘cool brome tard my Taki: Tsay aoe, 
yey el reching dary under te ale 
‘oooh Un Ue dstanee, You ee tall hay 
‘nourds And beyond iy hits witha fre bare 
Inga ac hat. 

"Where are we?” Any demande sly. She 
ped up dst ff the aco he arts, then 
{raed my arm. Whore are wo? How this 
appen? Where rows” 

Tewallowed hard tsooe anwar ay fame 
quectione 

‘Webthguped wher we her Ue hea, hm 
ering estoy 

“The rod shook with each sep. Wt sourdad 
‘ke sendy, owning Dre, low against the 
rae 

“Came on” 1 ve rain my sists hard 
‘unming hard over eu fd, ple her 
eid acum ofl grass, 

‘BOOM BOOM. BOOM 

"The dragon sepyen into the wide Beam of 





camight ambled ver teh ts ely ie 
In an alg, slender wings rise above ts 


sci eked vals 
SA deagnt” Tgarped “Jost kein the 
sn 


‘Witton, puted eck arched high eceae 
ture hep fn game aeraght abe des hu 
tides the tage Bead bobbed in ym to the 
haw sop 

‘Any npcered my tand. We stared open- 
wound a he rate a i ambered pact the 
Sharp af prs 

il case oT wondere 

Can itamell 

Init earehing fo 

Nin tt bape tod, hening its body fr 
wary fot ing nt Ue md, eving ral 
tt docp Hoe behind 

rot the ay fue iin place. we watches 
‘kmove unl app oto the might over 
‘the de horizon, ad assppeared. 

1 rd! fr fy tart to op eacing, Then 
wisp bo Ary “T iow where eae” 

‘She wat atl ves ry band Shoe go 
tookanamieard sepa, weary taming into 
{allbouh “Ge sot of her she col ot“ 
on cae where Wwe ae, Jas ou wat to be 
pel 

“Sv in the card game," eortnae Tid te 
swab my voi esc. 


Amy narra ho esa me "Get erin” 
“Tam serious" Tinted, “This Jot what 
‘appenot to Connon hi onde nthe book” 
“Fat was bly” Any wala. “Te i eal 
el Tm sane, Mark. We have to got bone. Paz 
realy sara” 

‘Tm sear to" consid peared that 
Aragon romping postu, coe doe. 
“What ith pst 

That agit nn a A ee down my 
ack 

“What cam we dot? Amy demanded sil. 
“How do we get back to our house? Do we sy 
‘me magic wars something” 

Magis wor?” Ustad at or, thik had 
a. Nomagle wink 

“Then wha chorea. “Do somthing! Do 
something! This was all your ea! da want to 
‘ly the stupid ne” 

T abod her by th shoulders. “Amy — stop! 
‘Cal down {plowed “Don totally Tose i 1 





“SL have an ie" 1 told ba, tl iin her 
shoulders “Stop sereaing and Ten to me T 
Dave amides” 

Her whole bay trombled. Her ees lgked on 
‘nin, allege" What? What ea?” 

“The card” kg har remeber 


‘whet Connor a does "Was tho id inthe 
Thored the sande basin the bax, everthing ee 
‘sae to naa.” 

Tred “We ast have t nthe cards ant 
the box” 

Tid the way ut tom bind he al grass We 
(cowed our Stein nthe bk to where 
‘the ena, We ado jamp over the hae, de, 
vu fost wane te dag a erste our 
footprints 

“Here Tannoaned, pling, “This is where 
sewn hae nde.” 

“The mody Geld shire user the white 
moonlight Te bee kad up the nr wesc 
anda, 

"de ee any can” Ary ain ating we 

‘Weloth bet os searched the ron. Wo 
made wir and wider cree. 

‘Moca 

Tigh The card masts bom the Mae at 
‘nme: Thay id come herewith 

"Shen baw do we get boc” Amy dam, 
hor ve Breaking. Her eyes watered over: oul 
see aha wa about in tart eying. 

“at tart walking? ha eugestd. "Lets int 
ston, Tete gut bes phe sorwwhere”| 

1 took her anulane agin and tare hee 
arven. "You dene undertan,” [suit ty. 
"Tre are ao phones. And probably no towne 


‘Wer nse lf mee or With rag 
mead ght an les and ings 

Her mouth dropped open. tiny squeak: o- 
cape hr thon, eal ove the paie inet eyes 

"Amp, well get ou.” Tpromigd. “Wl find a 
swat oly agua. es just card gas 

"Wall, wot raver fd 3 way ome 1 jst 
san er in heel” Ata compan, 

"aright" agree Te wal wind meme 
shiver "We're nutans oat her eltbee” I plctured 
‘Hh cumping dragon esin. 

“Maybe thre were more dragons who eresd 
‘his eld tig 

armed ad gaz at the thik frst of ros 
‘hind the camp of eermeens. Wel ester in 
{he ors” Te. “Maye We can fa path at 
sds somewbere" 

“Amy ded ut ld say anything. 

‘entartd wafting. Tledthe way ithe wees, 
‘ar shoes sinking nto the sof frst ound 

‘We Dad walked aly «few mines win 1 
sopped on mimeo the ground aaa 3 
tree bane 

Thar a sha sapping sud 

‘Aula hoary bet dropped from the tres, el 
over us enrered 

“A trap” Led. Were eg 
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teary nt ford ot our knees, 
street shove fe aay To i 

igh enough to stan 

‘Butte thick rope was ough and ot my hands 
‘Aud esha budge 

“Wevoqttogot ot!” Amy wild, "We've got 
twokeop ying” 

‘Bate both qu dover that thee 
te be ove 

Feghning quowone ached Creagh my 
lad to pening wo sare wth my sister 

What tirap set many Yous ag Wha 
‘tana checks the ap anymore? 

Tm one cores, wel sare to death under 
ae, Train 

BL wha i was et reat? Who et 1 


‘wondered What wove they trying to ete? Hu 
mn 

T staddered aI remerbered the Jes ate 
sory, 

‘Amy and L bth roe at we ard the cele 
sud scrape of does over the eek earet of dead 
leaves on the est fo 

“Someone's coming” I whopere ony bear 
ing. 

“Lhope i een Am whiepored back. 

‘Ashes, ae etoepe the nt 
suped ae came inte clow vw: 

He wore athagy sl of ar ewer ante 
loge Hee a human, But Ms cre wore potted ard 
led eo hi oof bes Pal ke pe 
‘arse had wma’ cjes Ba gale cat 
‘Song alos tnks descending fom Ups 
reat 

“Heli” Amy callout in tng vole, "Cun 
ou get us outa eet” 

He saved ito the trap, eraiching hi af of| 
awit lng thee ngered Hae tht ened in 
orc 

“Wiel? Do you speak Engh” Amy teed 
sin, 

The erature grote in rola are, asp 
ud emda std cha 

"Paseo —" Taare, 

‘But aig sharp Y7P YEP YEP made mete, 


A small, foustegged snimal eae basting 
‘beads th bg create I ped excel st ot 
nd peed the oe with lender back hove, 

washed ie dog, sali dachshand, 
but instead fait had stot yellow nA 
‘oped opened it moa reveal tw roe of 
thy shar, pointed teeth 

"The Ngger man-reatnr grontod at the Nie 
cratore and pefted tt head The lite dog 
‘reatare opped yp and pred ke wea. 

"Thema gabe the nt and bg to a 

“Ho ting out Te. 

‘Bat was wrong 

oko Amy ani me hts wrapped up ise 
‘hentai bopas to tugs rg he ors. 

"We cad skp fee The tan had increible 
strength When we dzappedto cr bieks andried 
forall dot from under, he tagged harder ae 
Aged ut cross he forest or 

“Toe Me pet sipped ind. Tapped rune 
head, then behind etn us extely. 

"The rar granted as be these Shiny gobs of 
vet dol ran or hs was ta ad ho ep 
Tika thor fre ange tong 

“Amy and Usp ed stab osteo 
snd ld under te waht of ent. Foal, the 
‘man sapped tug wom 

"Wit ad sgh ee roped to abr kes nd 
sauinted oot through the ne. 

"Were had he draped 


yaw ong low ray ean bling Thad 
aro dear oe el No winds. 

Hie house 

GrunfingIoudly, king is uh, Be man 
stepped up wo asm stonertricturwat tenet 
side ofthe house He plled dwn wt orn 
the ton. 

lanes shot ot of Uh ping, ang twat 
ea 

"The ran tok shove. Paks i int the Sm 
Sted rapier I wad Bin oe in re 
rae 


“Mask — hate that” Amy whispered 
1 swallowed hard Ghnk We an oe,” T 
rei 
“AMY gape. “You mean... bel ging oak 
a 


T ld vey J stared ata the man. He was 
‘king is tok ry ern the oven sal 
snaking the res ap and dae 

“What are we gig do, ar” Amy ered 
‘ou vad the bake Ds yo have an? Any 
‘dental 

T awallowed again. Noy" 1 cnfoted, “No, 1 
en? 
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‘no ma raked te canoe gain, em 
in hing edembersshoting oat fom 

the ln oven Pe i tad is sore ade 
ae lmering oar 

neath the walrus tosis, T saw a hangs 
arin spread over kus pike face" yellow 
Aig crear punted extol, raring in eles 
‘ro te mah ue ho approached 

‘My empenrobbed: My heart the pie 
faly in my chart. Desperate thoes wired 
‘hesugh my mind 

He hae to Hf te net row” 1 whispered to 
‘Amp theson ae he Ms eran. He ean grab 
‘etek 

Tar rng 

With emaving eet he shaved to 
‘the cpn oven So don, Cheat Dur hy ace 








we 


‘and Thad ta shat my ope frm the right lar at 
he ames. 

"Tao nti off 

‘Ana before Amy and pull moo, tho gromtng 
‘man grabbed us bythe front of or shirt, one 
teak hand. 

“He was oo small st least half a fot ator 
thane — but hs gp wa oper we cold 
on tru fve, 

“owen — pons T weld. "Nocooo!™ 
nag ws ner othe oven dew 

“Slop Amy sbrced "You cant! You 
caNTe: 

He prutd in reply Hs face showed mo ern. 
tonal 

lames jumped tram the open oven dor. Te 
at ura my sin 

‘Stl ing tach wth one hand, he began 0 
fs efhe ground toward eh ven done 
"The dogereacure barks exe, Juno > 
st down guint he man. 

“An's th dg urged, Load doa wha 
roun—and with both bunds grabbed th dog 
‘rn he il, 


"Tho dex ppd in surpassed i toward 
ic oven doe 

"The mar tered aor grant, 

Avie of 

opp tothe ground ar but bel onto te 
ima apping et 





Let us gol” Hered rete. “Lat ws go — 
or ke your pe” 

Amy tak sep Back Sr the ove, ber whole 
iy trembing her epson the dg. 

"ST bake im!” ved, singing the saueling 
pet ard the leaping ames, 

"rhe mut ane both hands He bce away. 
Herod, Ga eybe wore sulenly led With 
‘ear He kept bth hands high ai surrender, 

‘Ose agai, Tung the pet toward the open 

"The man erode tn potest, He backed up a 
ae moreso 

hmp rani Tore. He ging to et we 
0 — aon sh thik ti og hing in da 

‘Any bette. 

tan” 

‘She tok erage tho tees 

Salt gripping the et Ughly my chet 1 
stepod ay fem the oven. Dea? mael™ 1 
‘onto to the pan "Dest me! to his 
inc realy wi 

"The mat sighed, Hi haulers hmpal in de 
oat 

Tacha sway sate step. Another 

‘Than I dropped the pet to the ground, spo 
ona and a ff ater Ay. 

T i lance hake Ipeer ru so fs in my 
i. 
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Tos eat, cl sa. My aguas 
‘vith every step But ran. ran 

Teaaght upto Amat the edge of wide eld ot 
cerns Keep ging..." choked at bret 
‘esl The stl wow.” 

"Iahe feowing ue” Airy aod in ty ves 

“Tost fo” Traaged to reply. "1 doe 
think so 

‘Wo igo into tho all. dey tata. Tey re 
Jer dew 8 we poe through her. 

‘Arf inten opi are roped 
our ces tpi to sch ar breath, 

“Now what Any whispered 

opened my auth to anewer But a rekling 
sand near mae me 2p. 

‘My ar pe, 

sit nother lod CRACK: Seraping oat 
ep, 

Soidee, 

‘Allaround 

‘The buck! T cumeabered. The end ofthe Be 
Afra! Dok shed ue nto ty en. 

Timea he allstar hovering over AL 
1 tre they oppeara to ove, to oe. 

“Salk” gasp “Tho Sls there cum 
ng nto the omits to —to strangle a 

“A wave of terror lel down my By shut 
my ee 

‘And head he dey eraeh of fottep su 
rounting 
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tine torn. Note to ean, 
"he tall sale majo and ent 

‘Tree gure scpped into vow 

"hee kabel ou ge! Two boys nd gh 
‘Tele mouths pene in see. 

"Hunt Who re yout" coke ont. 

"Who rw yo” the le era de. 

Amy ad Tatred at them waiting for tem 0 
are chi gs, pel hi wings reveal ee 

“Ware they medieval monsters who prale hi 
steange lanl? 

“Hy name ix Conor” ene of tho ove sl 
‘tyase ae my tems, Bolly ad Kyle” 

"No vey" Terie. rend Be Afra Load the 
ok Yer nt real — youre ft characters it 





Bily lughel. Kyle, «big, pmeroking 
uy, shoak ished, owing 

"Were rea" Consor sid soem. “Hore, 
Pinch atm” 

tli outs arn and placed Ke ws 


“etre on charactor" rity said unhappy 
“Were rea and we're tapped hoe, We 
“Dil the wierd seod you bor?” Kyle imar- 





‘Ay squid at him *Wiard? We dot oe 
ny wizard” 

“thn iw di yo ge ere? Coma seed, 

‘Mar and T star paying the exe game 
‘Amy zopled “And a5 soon a8 T picked cad, 
‘rarthing wen send —* 

"te cars!" Emly eed excl Did you 
ring the art 

*We ned te cards to got bo” Conor ex 
sine "Do you have them” 

“A thre af them stared at impel 

sighed "No. Timor. Ary and Tsar fr 
fhe cards But Uy are nat are, We doa have 
hem 

‘Connor goaneé, “Then were trapped er.” 

“er dome” Kyle murmured. Herat 
sal angaly in bo ha tnd ban ping 

"he dont sand a canoe hee” Bly mad 
‘oly. “Wot defonectoe eget al Uv drags 





sd ail nights and Kren Jel nd." He 
‘ros sgh ner that She loerad ar ees 





Slee rs ng moment. 

Yee Tat ria! Tate awesome!” Conor 
sar. 

“Mee” Ryle apr. "eh a great idea, There 
marta aril hee, Al he earaters 
fom the mea ere” 

Taig So wee of to ee the wad” 

Wes bagan singin “Ot See the Wir” 
the sng rom The Winn of Os as we mada 
‘mg Diagh the ello all earntalbx Canc 
fn ied te wT dk wo weal tng bes 
{er Andean use hope. 

“We mort ging enw taped at rs 
‘these apd stared at an army oF els hate 
‘reds of them on horhask, spears abd sors 
‘sen, wating to expt 
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turned Gaised Amp: hed to ran sk 
fot he sna 

‘But at at s dacs Kies oad dows at tele 
horce. Before we could move, ey bad lng, 
ged daggers pressed te our baa. 

“Doomed” Kyle mitered aya, shaking his 
hea a "No wad ear ol snow ™ 

"The Kreis aed sro ie ark el 
‘They kept the ager raised wae! ne 
abe The rest of the army lwo tele 
wae 

"The moon fad behind a pray cura of ant 
‘The rah sr grew cold aed wet. My shoe sak 
sat inthe fm 

"We marche for any. My log ac My 
‘he fe parched and tre Shc ram dwn 
Toraead, bo yoy 


Amy was breathing hard, strong t keep 
up. sWhore ar Uy taking” she whispered. 
What are they going te doo 

Tethrugged "Noth go” Tatar 

Were gong to walle frosor” Bly com 
sine 

"The ld ent i fore of ang roee ae 
‘wick ramble bas The Riel fred os 
roast the Dewbies alg «raz, titi 
mh. 

‘oun the tees eds si he path ed up 
seep muddy ope. 

‘ekind w, the ary of Krelegan to hat. 

“No more «No mary. No were 

lie hn My eng tat tbe 
‘wth pain Asha pin tao my ie 

stopped fora tore struggling 9 free 
aay the pu, The tp of 2 Sager Mein 7 
thc ced oe oar ling oe 

SKomerey.-- Nomorey..-3o mercy. The 
‘ol comid their ow, uy eat 

“he path eaved eran the step He, than 
nde. 

"We wood atthe cao of hgh elif. tard 
down the see dr thay ea below 

"The Krve razed Ur dager Motion forts 
tw hep ig 

Sto ging fee off te i” Connor 
red 





‘he eof aac an high erro 


“Past” showted, trying to be heard over 
thelr sendy chat “Pato et. os go! Wore only 
is We ld chart gi 
“Nomarey...Nomatey.- Ne ery. 
Diggers psd, ha Krave fran. 
Webicked yp. Bodkel up unt the eck ofear 
shor ped cre the edge fhe ci. 
eo, Mark” Amy sad fy, grabbing 
ny hand "ou wer a orl ther” 
Tsarted choke uta go bye oko. 
But instead 1 eed, "Hey, walt Te got an 








toad te: Comer “Qulck— heck your 
shir pocket” 

esque te. Hult 

tomy L erled “Your shit poskel. You 
‘wk the wis end ino your po” 

Nu mary." the Krels on rebar chased 
‘Tre Kr on fot id eae oo tei expres 
toe eld sd rel es set menacing, paiting 
‘hel dagger Bada our chests 

odo ys ko tha” Crna deranded 
oa i Inthe bok” dim. When the 
wird cant ota the bo, you tcked to 
our shir: peck. 

‘Canna had sok a5 he reached Into the 
poeket of his Faire and pul out the card. 

Tense the drawing of Mr Pare on 





‘Nw what dodo whit” Connor erie. Hew 
ca itp as 

“Dey aling tot ity suggested, 

HAN? 1s jut card" Conor protested. 

Tarww it over the lif” Kyle nagpest, 
Maybe tt sora us buck hoe” 

‘Connor rise his ara. Prepared 9 ess the 
card down the teep drop. 

Mat Tae "Tarp Conor Tet 
lw! Tha wil sre the wane eagle™ 

"Yes! Thats lt" Conor ei. He ims the 
cand Propared tart p, 

Tv strong gus of Wind sled arvand we — 
a he the er! ot hs and, out over the 
it 
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(we cay Hope: hr only pe —Hosing 
ver eli ge. 

‘hithest dank, made a wal ap, 

iy fet few ot or uner De 

Tipmied fr thee 

Mowe 

Thea the Hd’ eres above ma — an el 
land va lin 

Paling rough empty space 

‘With tae oy, wang my hand os 
Tet 

"Ad grb the wizard card 

Gabba tara pa 

goed plang dows 

Ripped to eee 





1s tho grou rising up tome me 
Ad ths arkoane ope cher everything 
‘Sovtok. deep and ent 

and cold 


Tat working? I wondered, 
Wl tearing up the wind ead wor 
‘Wiiesend ural ome? 
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fad (See 


het! Wat ttl cheat? 
My end Brenan werd bor book and 
frowned see the abe ata. Hows, sb” 
he preteednger toher i “Thee suppor 
tote quiet rein pra. Yel getin tale — 
AT dent caret" Fed. Tm 80 any ate 
toe It 

Wat hele she whip, ing 10 the 
front ofthe dat Our Vater, ise FPeo, had 
[et te rom td had retard yet 

"Th pid back 1 Baht gars sl" 
ple stm te boa but" eld Br 
‘irod. Bu i chs ight at tho geo pat. Tt 
‘crn fits ce sary.” 

"Wel, why dont bom take i back, Ross™ 











Brenda sumpestad, “aybe you can get your 
money bak 

ot ea” Teli, 

Mis Pree ad tured. She od jost ise 
the dooray owing at mie 

lowered my eyesto the bck and pretend 20 

“Aer sco 1 desde to take Brea advise 
1 ache the bok no my bapa nd oe my 
ike tothe Rou down the ret there 1 
ug, 

Griping the book tight under my ar, Fran 
the dural and wale 

"A few seconds later, the tan who ran the 
cag sale pled open he doar. Hetil nthe 
pi slip tok him hilo fc on 

“bought tas bt your gare ale” Ti, 
olin the book otto in. “Bhs ening 
Do ya shin oul have my ancy back” 

"Toe mn wn Bs fread He gazed down 
tthe be, thn a me, "Cee iy” he al oly. 
Lik taj we ca make a” 

"Adel fed hz ito Ms ator ing 

"TU make you tae" te mam, veurching 
‘hous pile eld ook and magazines take 
Ignem bin cote table 

‘ep eat x eal rectangular box and ld 
{tout wa “Thy tha” hem A tin me 


pea slovy over he wrinkled fr, See He 
vein hat ot a” 

T tok the tox and sad 1 wae cant 
une wa called e Ard 

“ok ike fn mate, tring the bx 
coverin ny tan, 

“Tuc hur ey oxen” Ue are 
“Yona th on’ 

iy agreed erate” 

Thre ack ote Tied the defen 
‘incom jake poet And clio ato bk 

"Teen I tae tee tothe mat who stot 
‘waking from the dare 

STL give ta ty” Teale, waving to him. 
“tras et, Ware” 





